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        This is something I have to do from time to time especially around tax season as I tend to get scanned documents in PDF format which are just unnecessarily too big in size.


I like to keep important documents in smaller sizes as I keep them archived for a long a time and they add up.  I want to be able to quickly download or upload them somewhere even with a slow internet connection.


I figured I'll write a blog post about it as I can never remember the command to use.  Below is the Ghostscript command to do this.  The ghostscript package is already installed by default on Ubuntu so it should just work:



gs -sDEVICE=pdfwrite -dCompatibilityLevel=1.4 -dPDFSETTINGS=/ebook -dNOPAUSE -dQUIET -dBATCH -sOutputFile=compressed_PDF_file.pdf input_PDF_file.pdf


The options in bold are the most important.


dPDFSETTINGS - The output quality (higher quality = bigger file size).


Valid values are:


	/prepress - Default setting, highest quality (300 dpi)
	/ebook - Medium quality (150 dpi)
	/screen - Lowest quality (72 dpi)



sOutputFile - The filename of the output file.


And the last argument of course is the input file.


I tend to go with the /ebook option which is plenty good for me.  I actually just ran the command a few minutes ago and compressed a 5MB file to 710KB with the /ebook quality option.


Source

    


    
    
        
            
    
      Don't like your current mobile carrier? Switch to Google Fi and receive a $20 credit with this link.
    

        

    

    
    
    
         Tags: howto, linux, tech

    
    


    
    

    
    Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus.


    
    



                

                

                    
                        
                            Recent Posts

                        
                        
                            	Diet
	Home Base
	How to enable 2FA in the Django admin
	How to compress PDF files on Ubuntu Linux with Ghostscript
	How to bulk unfollow people on Twitter through your web browser


                        

                    


                    
                        
                            Popular Posts

                        
                        
                            	Thoughts on SaaS Pricing
	Using Docker and Docker Compose for local Django development (replacing virtualenv)
	Just Get Started
	Ansible Playbook for a Django Stack (Nginx, Gunicorn, PostgreSQL, Memcached, Virtualenv, Supervisor)
	A hidden spot in Barcelona: ‘El Bunker’


                        

                    


                    
                        
                            Tags

                        
                        
                            	
                                    ansible
                                
	
                                    argentina
                                
	
                                    aws
                                
	
                                    belize
                                
	
                                    bolivia
                                
	
                                    books
                                
	
                                    brazil
                                
	
                                    business
                                
	
                                    cambodia
                                
	
                                    carnivore
                                
	
                                    celery
                                
	
                                    chile
                                
	
                                    china
                                
	
                                    colombia
                                
	
                                    coronavirus
                                
	
                                    cost of living
                                
	
                                    costa rica
                                
	
                                    czech republic
                                
	
                                    database
                                
	
                                    devops
                                
	
                                    diet
                                
	
                                    digital nomad
                                
	
                                    django
                                
	
                                    docker
                                
	
                                    ecommerce
                                
	
                                    ecuador
                                
	
                                    events
                                
	
                                    festivals
                                
	
                                    finance
                                
	
                                    gaming
                                
	
                                    gear
                                
	
                                    germany
                                
	
                                    goals
                                
	
                                    guatemala
                                
	
                                    hardware
                                
	
                                    health
                                
	
                                    highcharts
                                
	
                                    honduras
                                
	
                                    howto
                                
	
                                    hpc
                                
	
                                    hungary
                                
	
                                    japan
                                
	
                                    java
                                
	
                                    javascript
                                
	
                                    keto
                                
	
                                    language
                                
	
                                    laos
                                
	
                                    lifestyle
                                
	
                                    linux
                                
	
                                    marketing
                                
	
                                    mexico
                                
	
                                    mindfulness
                                
	
                                    mobile
                                
	
                                    mssql
                                
	
                                    mysql
                                
	
                                    netherlands
                                
	
                                    networking
                                
	
                                    new zealand
                                
	
                                    nginx
                                
	
                                    nicaragua
                                
	
                                    outdoors
                                
	
                                    panama
                                
	
                                    peru
                                
	
                                    philippines
                                
	
                                    philopsophy
                                
	
                                    philosophy
                                
	
                                    php
                                
	
                                    podcasts
                                
	
                                    portugal
                                
	
                                    postgresql
                                
	
                                    powershell
                                
	
                                    privacy
                                
	
                                    productivity
                                
	
                                    python
                                
	
                                    quotes
                                
	
                                    refactoring
                                
	
                                    road trip
                                
	
                                    saas
                                
	
                                    search
                                
	
                                    security
                                
	
                                    serbia
                                
	
                                    shopify
                                
	
                                    slack
                                
	
                                    software development
                                
	
                                    south korea
                                
	
                                    spain
                                
	
                                    sql
                                
	
                                    startups
                                
	
                                    sysadmin
                                
	
                                    tech
                                
	
                                    thailand
                                
	
                                    travel
                                
	
                                    turkey
                                
	
                                    twitter bootstrap
                                
	
                                    uae
                                
	
                                    usa
                                
	
                                    virtualization
                                
	
                                    visa
                                
	
                                    vmware
                                
	
                                    windows
                                
	
                                    wordpress
                                


                        

                    

                
            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                    
                         Statistics


                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        357
                                        Blog Posts
                                    

                                    
                                        101
                                        Tags
                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        133
                                        Albums
                                    

                                    
                                        2,227
                                        Photos
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    







































                

            

        

        
            
                © 2008-2024 Calazan.com
            

        

    

    
    

    
    

